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While a few years ago the World Trade Organization (WTO) has been the 
reason for thousands to demonstrate against globalisation and start the 
“Battle of Seattle” against this organization which appeared to symbolise 
economic globalisation. Today, even though the criticism of the WTO 
seems to fade the importance of the WTO is not decreasing, but – in the 
light of the recent accession of Russia and other states – rather growing. 

The course aims at explaining the concept of international trade law with 
the WTO as the main global organisation at its centre. Even though the 
topic seems to be highly specific and theoretic, main aspects taught in 
this class are also relevant for other fields. While the introduction-classes 
provide an overview of the system and actors of international law and 
trade, the WTO itself serves as a good example for learning on the law of 
international economic organisations.  

Given that the dispute settlement mechanism of the WTO – frequently 
described as the “heart of the WTO” – is being praised as the probably 
most effective one in international law, this aspect is of a particular 
interest for the course. In the 19 years existence, the case-load of the 
panels and Appellate Body has steadily grown and covers fields which 
are not limited to tariffs but also involve fascinating philosophical 
discussions on science and law, as for instance in genetically modified 
organisms (GMO)/biotech cases, intellectual property rights, integration 
of the developing world in the international economy, climate change, 
human rights and other. 

 

Requirements: The joint course of the Faculty of Law and the Riga Graduate School of Law is open 
for students of all faculties. In order to get 2 credit points (B), participants are required to attend 
lectures, pass an interim examination (50 %,) and a final examination (50 %). 
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Course Program 

I. Basics 

1. Fields of Economic Law 

2. Subjects of International Law 

3. Sources of International Law 

4. Principles of International Law 

II. International Trade Law, in particular: WTO-Law 

1. Information on World Trade (Facts and Structure) 

2. Theories on Foreign Trade 

a. Mercantilism 

b. Classical Theory 

c. Comparative Advantage 

d. Modifications of the Classic Theories 

3. Forms of Economic Integration 

a. Bilateralism, regionalism and multilateralism 

b. Free trade agreements, customs unions, single/internal/common markets, economic 

and monetary unions 

4. History of the World Trading System 

a. International Trade before the End of WW II 

b. GATT ´47 

i. Conclusion of the GATT ´47 

ii. Structure and Purpose of the GATT ´47 

iii. The GATT Trade Rounds  

5. The Uruguay-Round 

6. The Development of the WTO after 1995 

a. The WTO to Seattle 

b. The Doha Development Agenda (DDA) 

7. Overview of the WTO-Agreement 

8. Institutional-Law 

a. The Members of the WTO 

b. Structure and Institutions 

c. Decision-making  in the WTO 

9. The WTO Dispute Settlement System 

III. Principles and the “three pillars” of the WTO 

1. Principles of the GATT 

a. MFN 

b. National Treatment 

c. Principle of Binding Tariffs & Reduction of Quantitative Restrictions 

d. Waivers and Exemptions 

e. Trade and Environment 

2. The SPS-Agreement 

a. Background 

b. Scope of Application 

c. General Principles 
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3. The TBT-Agreement 

a. Scope of Application 

b. Requirements for Technical Norms 

4. Antidumping Subsidies and Safeguards 

a. Background 

b. Agreement on Antidumping 

c. Agreement on Subsidies 

d. Agreement on Trade Remedies 

5. The GATS 

a. Background 

b. Overview of the GATS 

i. Scope of Application 

ii. MFN 

iii. Market-Access and Non-Discrimination 

iv. Requirements for National Regulation 

v. General Exemptions 

vi. Exemptions in Telecommunication and Financing 

vii. GATS and Public Services 

6. TRIPS 

a. Background and Relevance for Trade 

b. Intellectual Property and Trade 

c. The TRIPS-Agreement 

 


