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Course Description 

The Lisbon Treaty marks a qualitative shift 
from a framework designed for a European 
Union of 15 Member States to a Union of 
28 and more. This Union has to respond to 
a range of political, economic and also 
legal issues. Substituting the failed 
Constitution the Treaty, brought important 
and substantial changes. While some of 
them were explicitly envisaged by the 
Lisbon Treaty for empowering an enlarged 
EU to manage internal and global 
challenges, some problems arise due to 
open or imprecise formulations. 
Frequently, these issues only become 
apparent in practical cases when parties 
dispute about a different interpretation of 
legal norms. The seminar discusses cases 
from selected areas of EU law which are to 
be presented in the context of earlier 
decisions thus analysing and explaining 
the changes of law and Court practice. 

Prior to presenting the cases, a brief 
revision aims at refreshing and updating 
students’ knowledge gained in previous 
courses for better understanding the 
objectives of the Treaty reform. In addition, 
discussions of the cases will train students 
to reflect on legal problems and also to 
criticise the reasoning of the ECJ as well 
as potential effects and the consequences 
of decisions.  
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 Topics & Dates 

I. Introduction and attribution of topics 

4 September 2013 

II. Fundamental Rights in the EU 

The concept & field of application, C-617/10;  

18 September 2013 

III. European Union Citizenship 

Free movement & social security, C-333/13; 
Zambrano, C-34/09; O. and S. (C-356/11) and 
(C-357/11); 25 September 2013 

IV. Data Protection 

The right to be forgotten/google, C-131/12;  

2 October 2013 

V. The Fundamental Freedoms  

Establishment & lawyers, C-58/13 & C-59/13; 
services & gambling, C-156/13; DVGW, 
horizontal effect (goods), C-171/11 

9 October 2013 

VI.  Competition Law & State Aid 

Enforcement: Donau Chemie, C-536/11;  

State aid: Flughafen Leipzig/Halle, C-288/11;  
Deutsche Lufthansa v Flughafen Frankfurt Hahn 
GmbH, C-184/12 

16 October 2013 

VII. Area of Security and Justice  

Return of third country nationals, special facilities 
& prisons, C-474/13 

30 October 2013 

VIII. Employment 

Death of a worker & inheritable title of paid leave, 
C-118/13; morbid obesity as disability, C-354/13 

6 November 2013 

IX. The Economic and Monetary Union 

Pringle, C-370/12; 13 November 2013 

 


