
                                  
 

Enhancing the rule of law or dividing the globe? - Regionalisation 

and the role of law in trade blocks of the 21st century 
 
Background & topic 
 
Almost every day, international press reports on “TTIP” and “Mega Regionals” while only a few months 
ago, it seemed like the peak times of emerging Regional and Free trade agreements (RTAs/FTAs) had 
been over. At least this was the impression one might have gotten in regards to their visibility in the 
media. A closer look however, reveals the opposite: Regional trade integration has gained a new 
momentum as the number of RTAs is rising, their structures are reformed and politicians praise their 
presumably positive effects for welfare gains and for the rule of law. Frequently, in order to emphasise 
their commitment for integration, these RTAs claim to follow the integration process in the EU.  
 
The workshop aims at identifying the main aspects that contribute to economic integration and examines 
the role of law in this process. Comparative studies examine, in how far the main legal elements relevant 
for European Integration have been integrated in RTAs in other parts of the world. 

 

Program 

17.00  Introduction – setting the scene: International economy, regionalisation and the rule of law  

17.20  The EU – state of the art of integration: What are the (legal) secrets of its success? Benchmarks for 

comparing RTAs  

Dr. Christoph Schewe M.E.S., DAAD-visiting Assoc. Professor at the University of Latvia 
 

17.50  The ASEAN Economic Community and the rule of law 

Prof. Dr. Thomas Schmitz, adjunct professor at the University of Göttingen, former DAAD 
Lecturer in law at the University of Latvia and at the Hanoi Law University, Vietnam 
 

18.30  Coffee break   

18.45  Enhancing the rule of law through regional integration? The case of Eastern African 

 Community  

Dr habil Tomasz Milej, Senior Lecturer at the University of Dar es Salaam School of Law & 
extraordinary Professor at the University of  Zielona Góra (Poland), currently on leave  
 

19.30 Putting the pieces together: Integration processes today, perspectives, partnership and association 

agreements and the role of law  

A panel talk (Mileij/Schewe/Schmitz) & open discussion 
 

Monday, December 15th 2014, at 17:00 
17.00-19.30 presentations and  open discussion 19.30-20.00  
University of Latvia, Raiņa bulv. 19, Riga, Room Nr. 153 (Conference hall / Konference Sala)  
 

 
For more information see: www.hochschulkontor.lv & www.schewe.lu.lv  

http://www.hochschulkontor.lv/
http://www.schewe.lu.lv/
http://www.lu.lv/
http://www.daad.de/
http://hochschulkontor.lv/

